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PowerPoint Presentation
By Toni Moorehead, MG, TCLP Shady 

Transformations

Considerations…

 Light Conditions

 Plant Selection

Compost - keep away from tree trunk

Expanded Shale for heavy clay

No tilling – protect tree roots

Texture (small, fine or large, bold)
Foliage color, variegation
Bloom time (spring, summer, fall, winter)
Height/Width (mature size)
Form (rounded, weeping, upright)
Fragrance
Evergreen/Deciduous
Native/Adapted
Zone 7b-8a

 Soil Prep

Part Shade – dappled light, less than 5 
hours direct sun (a.m./p.m.)

Full Shade – bright, but no direct 
sunlight

Dense Shade – deep shade, no direct 
sunlight all day

“Texas Chainsaw Massacre”

Embrace the shade; don’t overprune

Texture

fine
Broad

Coarse
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Japanese Maple ‘Crimson Queen’
Creeping Jenny

***

Japanese Maple ‘Inaba Shidare’
Strawberry Begonia

Foliage Color

‘Kaleidoscope’ Abelia

‘Catlin’s Giant’ Ajuga

‘Tropical Giant’ Spider Lily

‘Katie’s’ Ruellia

‘Everillo’ Carex

Sunny 
beginnings

Shady 

endings
Plum Yew ‘Prostrata’

Oakleaf Hydrangeas

Japanese Maples

Turk’s Cap

Sweet Violet

Aucuba

Chocolate Plant

Caladiums

Heavy Shade & Poor Drainage
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Japanese Maples

Oakleaf Hydrangea

Cast Iron Plant

Ferns – Wood, Holly

Hellebores

Leopard Plant

Sweet Violet

Chocolate Plant

‘Tropical Giant’ Spider Lily

‘Bronze Beauty’ Ajuga            

‘Everillo’ Carex

Oxalis

‘Katies’ Ruellia

Variegated Liriope

‘Gold Dust’ Aucuba

Shady Erosion

Mondo Grass         Cast Iron Plant 

Holly Fern              Oakleaf Hydrangea

‘Everillo’ Carex Golden Sweet Flag

‘Sango Kaku’ Japanese Maple

More shade and more erosion

‘                              Creeping 

Jenny

Giant Leopard Plant

Harbor Belle Nandina

‘Crimson Queen’ Japanese Maple

From…Sun & Sod

To…Shade & Mud

To Lush & Lovely
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A Weedy Eyesore

A sight to behold

Blocked & Bare 

Open & Beautiful

‘Texas Gold’ 

Columbine

Purple Heart

Japanese Maple

Oakleaf Hydrangea

‘Canyon Creek’ Abelia

Leopard Plant

Relaxing Shady Spot

Relax in the Shade

Strawberry  Geranium

Purple Oxalis

Autumn Fern

‘Tropical Giant’ Spider Lily

‘Texas Gold’ Columbine

Hellebores

‘Orange Dream’ Japanese Maple
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PLANTS

• Trees

• Shrubs

• Groundcovers

• Perennials

• Grasses, Bulbs, Annuals

Japanese Maples

Redbud

‘Burgundy Hearts’

Eastern Rebud

‘Oklahoma’

‘Rising Sun’

Aucuba
‘Gold Dust’ Aucuba

Hydrangeas
Oakleaf

‘Lady in Red’

‘Endless Summer’
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American Beautyberry
Callicarpa americana

Mahonia

‘Soft Caress’ Leatherleaf

Garvan Woodland Gardens

Japanese Araila
Fatsia japonica

Japanese Spreading Plum Yew
Cephalotaxus harringtonia ‘Prostrata’

Coralberry
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus

Fort Worth
Botanic Gardens

Camellia

Camellia sasanqua
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‘Twist of Lime’

Abelia

‘Kaleidoscope’
‘Rose Creek’

‘Edward Goucher’

‘Canyon Creek’

‘Twist of Lime’

Nandina

Yaupon Holly

Groundcovers

Asian 

Jasmine

Shady Slope

Mondograss
Ophiopogon

Liriope spicata

‘Silver Dragon’
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Ajuga
Ajuga reptans

‘’Catlin’s Giant’

Strawberry Geranium
Saxifraga stolonifera

Horseherb
Calyptocarpus vialis Wild Wild Chinese 

Ginger
Asarum splendens

False Lamium
Lamiastrum galeobdolon Cast Iron Plant 

Aspidistra elatior
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Holly Fern
Cyrtomium

falcatum

Autumn Fern
Dryopteris
erythrosora

Wood Fern
Dryopteris

normalis
Japanese Painted 

Fern
Athyrium Goeringianum

(japonicum) ‘Pictum’

Elephant Ears   
Colocasia

‘California’

Purple Heart
Setcreasea pallida (Tradescantia)
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Purple Heart ‘Pale Puma’ African Hosta
Drimiopsis maculata

Leopard Plant
Ligularia/Farfugium

Giant Leopard Plant

Bear's breeches

Acanthus mollis
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Variegated Solomon’s Seal
Polygonatum falcatum ‘Variegatum’

Chocolate Plant
Pseuderanthemum alatum

Coral Bells   - Heuchera 
Southern Comfort / Alabama Sunrise

Sweet Violet
Viola odorata

Chinese Ground Orchid
Bletilla striata

Lenten Rose 
Helleborus Orientalis

‘Molly’s White’
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Hellebore
Helleborus

Oxalis

Oxalis Crassipes

Purple Shamrock
Oxalis Triangularis

Columbine ‘Texas Gold’
Aquilegia sp.

Turk’s Cap
Malvaviscus arboreus v. drummondii

Myers Park - McKinney

‘Tropical Giant’ 
Spider Lily

Hymenocallis ‘Tropical Giant’



13

Black & Blue Salvia
Salvia guaranitica

Forsythia 
Sage

Salvia Madrensis

Katie’s Ruellia

Dwarf Mexican Petunia

Inland Sea Oats
Chasmanthium latifolium

Carex/Sedge

‘Everillo’ 

‘Evergold’

Bulbs
Spanish Bluebells
Hyacinthoides hispanica

FWBG
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Caladiums

Dragonwing
or 

Whopper
Begonias

❖ aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu  (Google “tamu.edu”)

❖ wateruniversity.tamu.edu

❖ savetarrantwater.com

❖ txsmartscape.com

❖ texassuperstar.com

❖ Master Gardener websites, Facebook, help desk 

Signature Gardens blog & Facebook

http://signaturegardens.blogspot.com

References
http://signaturegardens.blogspot.com

Resources

Shady 

Transformations
by Toni Moorehead, MG TCLP

QUESTIONS?
For more information or speakers on other garden topics, contact:

Tarrant County Master Gardener Help Desk: 

817-884-1944 M-F 9:00 am-4:00 pm

mgtarrant@tamu.edu

http://signaturegardens.blogspot.com/

